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public munificence for the welfare of the common   and  poor  people.
But how .cases of  illness were treated in those houses of rest it is
not possible to say for lack of any definite evidence,
Nevertheless some methods were apparently known for curing
the effects of poisons, the ravages of disease and the consequences of
illness. Snake-bite, for example, in the days of Kalidasa, was
treated by snake-doctors who prescribed excision of the bite or
cauterisation or the letting of the blood from the wound, in order to
save the victim from inevitable death,1 In cases of ordinary fevers
the services of doctors (cihitsitavyo) were requisitioned.9 Special
attention was paid to the health of the royalty. It was considered
undesirable to miss the appointed hours of the bath and dinner. This
can be observed from the words addressed to the king in the play
Malavikagnimi.tr a: " Oh 1 Ho! the time for bathing and eating has
arrived for your majesty. The physicians (cikitsaka) say that it is
bad for your highness to be kept waiting past the appointed hour."8
Some other means of fighting disease have also been noted by
Yuan Chwang as they evidently prevailed in his own day in the
domain of Haxsa. One of the commonest devices to cure sickness
was starvation, failing which doctors were called in. Yuan Chwang
tells us how " every one who is attacked by sickness has his food
cut off for seven days. In this interval the patient often recovers,
but if he cannot regain his health he takes medicine. Their
medicines are of various kinds, each kind having a specific name.
Their doctors differ in medical skill and in prognostication."4 Bana
too, who gives an elaborate account of the treatment administered by
the court physicians to king Prabhakaravardhana during a serious
illness which cost him his life, relates how Harsa in the third court
of the palace where Ms father lay 111, " detected an odour of boiling
oil, butter and decoctions emitting a steam scented with various
draughts."5 I-Tsing also refers to various types of medicines.*
5.  Funeral Bites,
When a sick person died, the disposal of the dead formed
another important duty of the house-holder in the sphere of hia
domestic affairs in this age. Yuan Chwang refers to the three
1 MaL, Act IV, p. <$~-raktacan(l{madharina*
3Sfl*.,ActVI,p. 87,
*  MaL, Act II. p. 52; vcitavetfitikramfya cikitsaka dosam udaharanti.
* Yuan Chwang, ap. ciL, I, p. 174;   Hiuen Tsiang, #, c&, I, p. 86.
5  Bana, Harsacarita, p. 138.
6  I-Tsing, 0/>. eft., pp. 130-40.